*AN    IRREPRESSIBLE   CONFLICT*

him, as a Senator from Illinois. Lincoln was
keenly disappointed at his defeat; indeed, after
having been elected in 1854 to the Illinois state
legislature, he had resigned soon after in order to
be elected as Senator. Yet had he been chosen,
his later contest with Douglas, of which we shall
read in the next chapter, would not have
occurred and Lincoln's fame might well have
been less.

If popular sovereignty was to settle whether
Kansas should be slave or free, it became im-
portant that the Territory should be occupied as
soon as possible by people who could be relied
upon to vote it slave or free. So there began at
once a contest to capture the Territory. Pro-
slavery emigrants began to cross into Kansas
from Missouri; thereupon there was organised a
movement of emigration of Northerners. There
were clashes between the rival contingents. In
May 1856, at Potawatomie in Kansas, an old man
named John Brown, with some of his sons,
attacked the homes of pro-slavery families in the
Territory and murdered five men. It was a
savage, fanatical crime. Pro-slavery men re-
taliated, and one of John Brown's sons was
killed. This John Brown will be heard of again.
The Missourians sacked the first settlement of
the Northerners at Lawrence. There were
reports of massacres. There was talk of 'bleeding
Kansas/ Feeling between North and South was
increasingly inflamed as the rival forces in
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